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Hwy. 290 project to cause future bhusiness displacement

areas are expected to receive introduc-
tory notices by the end of the year. Once
an offer is made to the property owner,
TxDOT or the company hired to handle
the acquisition sends letters to tenants
within 10 days, according to TxDOT.
Phase two of construction will expand
the corridor between W. 34th Street to
Telge Road, while the final phase will end
at FM 2920 in Waller County. The 38-mile
project is being completed in segments
and is expected to reach the area between
the City of Jersey Village and Fairfield by
2014, said Raquelle Lewis, public informa-

Multiple property relocations
along corridor may be imminent

By John Rigg

The Hwy. 290 expansion project has
entered the first phase of construction at
the Loop 610 and I-10 interchange, which
will widen Hwy. 290 up to W. 34th Street.
Due to these improvements, property own-
ers along the freeway and service roads
may have to relocate to allow for required
right-of-way acquisition as construction
progresses, according to the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Final Environ-
mental Impact Statement.

tion oficer for TxDOT.

“Although I am concerned with the The Hwy. 290 expansion project has displaced parking

DEALS

Coupons start on Page 29.
Find even more online at

impactdeals.com

Mike Anderson,
Lloyd Oliver | 11 »

District attorney
candidates talk top
issues for November
election

Volume 3, Issue 12 | Aug. 17-Sept. 20, 2012 www.impactnews.com

COMMUNITY

IMPACT

NEWSPAPER
LOCAL. USEFUL. EVERYONE GETS IT.®

8400 N. Beltway 8 W., Ste. 220
Houston, TX 77064 « 281-469-6181
www.impactnews.com

Publisher & Chief Executive Officer

John P. Garrett, jgarrett@impactnews.com
Publisher — Houston Metro

Jason Culpepper, jculpepper@impactnews.com

Contact us

Press releases | nwhnews@impactnews.com
Advertising | nwhads@impactnews.com
Comments | nwhfeedback@impactnews.com

. S T 3

John Rigg

2011
'I‘GNA Bette
lewspaper
Conlrstpc

Property owners in several project

See Expansion | 19

spaces at the Northwest Mall near Loop 610.

oooooooooooo

impactnews.com - August 2012 | NEWS | 19

Expansion

Continued from | 1

short-term effects, my primary
concern regarding the expan-
sion relates to the more perma-
nent consequences,” said Mike
Castro, Jersey Village city man-
ager. “Primarily, the community
is concerned with quality of life
issues. We are also concerned
with the loss of business sales
tax revenue as properties and
businesses are acquired to make
way for the expansion”

Acquisition process

TxDOT’s impact statement
was approved by the Federal
Highway Administration in
August 2010 and breaks up the
study area of affected proper-
ties into three sections—Hwry.
290, Hempstead Road and Loop
610—which leaves about 780
acres needed for additional right
of way acquisition.

The project has displaced more
than 30 businesses so far and
could displace about 450 prop-
erty owners in Northwest Hous-
ton, including 134 businesses, 87
single family homes, 225 multi-
family homes, multiple storage
units and several miles of pipe-
line and equipment, according to
the impact statement.

TxDOT has implemented
an acquisition and relocation
assistance program to provide
counseling to property owners
required to relocate as a result of
the Hwy. 290 expansion project.

Single-family residences that
could be displaced are primar-
ily in the Oak Forest and White
Oak Falls neighborhoods. Popu-
lar businesses in the 15000 and
16000 blocks of Hwy. 290 near
Jersey Village that may be dis-
placed include Taco Bell, Wen-
dy’s, McDonalds and Chevron,
according to the FEIS.

As the project moves forward,

eminent domain could be a con-
cern for more than 800 property
owners along Hwy. 290 if agree-
ments are not made between
TxDOT and business owners.

“It is important to stress emi-
nent domain only defines the last
stage of any right-of-way acquisi-
tion process and not every acqui-
sition reaches that point,” Lewis
said. “The state will only acquire
property through eminent domain
when the property owner and the
state cannot agree on a compensa-
tion value”

Relocation

Deal-Sikes & Associates, a real
estate consultation and valuation
firm, has represented property
owners already displaced near the
I-10 and Loop 610 interchange.
The firm also assisted with right-
of-way acquisition consultations
during the I-10 expansion about
10 years ago, during which an
estimated 1,067 properties were
displaced along a 40-mile stretch
from downtown Houston to the
Brazos River Crossing.

“Impacted property owners
have known about [the Hwy. 290]
expansion for a couple years,” said
Mark Sikes, principle with Deal-
Sikes and Associates. “The work
we do [ensures] property owners
receive ‘just compensation’ from
the state. For instance, some shop-
ping centers are losing a good
amount of parking. These are
aspects that may affect the rate of
business. Our role is to determine
what this compensation should
be not only for what the govern-
ment is taking, but the effect on
the property”

The Antique Center of Texas
had operated off Loop 610 at Old
Katy Road for about 22 years when
the owner was notified by the state
of imminent right-of-way acqui-
sition in mid-2010. Crossland
Acquisition, a leading relocation
firm specializing in right-of-way

issues, met with the co-owners
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